My journey to this world of painting has not been very direct. On the way, I taught high school then college in California, Utah, and South Dakota.  My degrees are in English with a linguistics emphasis, but I did also take an art education major as an undergraduate, and I was fortunate to have one instructor, Millicent Henderson, whose instruction in drawing and design kept me sketching figures and landscapes while I did other things for a living. 

In 1994, my Father’s Day/birthday gift was a workshop from Charles Sovek, a Connecticut painter who awakened in me a deep interest in painting, especially impressionistic-like oil paintings of landscapes. That workshop literally changed my life. In 2000, I took an early retirement from my South Dakota State University position and (with some interruptions for part-time teaching and writing opportunities) I have been painting and teaching painting workshops full time ever since.  

I live and have a studio in South Dakota’s Black Hills in the western half of the state, and I do business under  “Prairie Impressions,” a name which reflects my beginnings on the eastern side.  As noted on the Home Page, I paint scenes from both sides of the Missouri River—granite cliffs/glacial lakes, a smoky bentonite plant/trucks waiting at a grain elevator, pine trees and meadows/corn fields ready for harvest, a steep hilly neighborhood in Lead/the cathedral in Sioux Falls, cactus on shale hillsides/cattails in a slough, logger bring down a tree/ a farmer hauling feed, and so on. 

Below a more formal vita.


Public Exhibitions of Work:
Juried Shows: I have participated in numerous juried shows across South Dakota. Some have been sponsored by art councils (Mitchell, Brookings, and Yankton), some by universities (Augustana, Black Hills State), and some by the professional organization of which I’m a member, “Artists of the Black Hills” (Lead, Sioux Falls, Hot Springs).
Solo Exhibitions: In addition I have had three solo exhibitions at Brookings, Spearfish, and Yankton.
Gallery Representation: My work appears in two galleries, one on each side of the state: the Blue Dog in Lead and the museum shop at the South Dakota Art Museum in Brookings.
Web Presence: My works can also be viewed at two different websites: One sponsored by the South Dakota Artist’s Network (sdartists.net), the other my business site (prairieimpressions.net).
Tour: Currently 21 of my paintings are on a tour entitled “Images of Place: Paintings and Poems.”  Each painting is accompanied by a poem written by David Evans, South Dakota’s poet laureate. David and I collaborated on this project for over two years and the resulting collection has so far been exhibited in Pierre, Sioux Falls, Lead, Okaboji (Iowa), and Spearfish. Future exhibits include Rapid City, a return to Sioux Falls, then to Brookings’ South Dakota Art Museum where the tour will conclude.
 

Workshops Conducted:
· “Oil Painting on Location—South Dakota Landscapes for Beginners” at Black Hills State University Visiting Artists Summer Program, June 17-21, 2002 (repeated for BHSU Art Education Institute, June 24-27, 2002, June 21-25, 2004)
· “Painting Landscapes with Oils—Learning/Exploring the Process” at South Dakota Art Museum, March 15 & 22, 2003 (repeated for the Spearfish Area Arts Council, June 2-6, 2003; the Yankton Area Arts Council, September 20-21, 2003; and the South Dakota Art Museum,  September 26-28, 2003. Repeated also for various individuals and groups new to oil painting.)
· “Celebrating Rural Life through Painting and Writing” at Oak Lake for South Dakota State University Outreach, August 4-8, 2003
· “Absolute Beginners Painting Workshop” at Brookings Community Cultural Center, June 11-12 2004
· “Oil Painting Black Hills Landscapes” at Black Hills State University Art Education Institute, June 26-29, 2006 (repeated for BHSU, June 23-26, 2008)
· “Oil Painting on the Mickelson Trail” at Black Hills State University summer academic program, June 22-26, 2009   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